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share in the Festival of Lanterns. But rich people, who can
afford it, extend their hospitality to the spirits unbroken from
the first to the twentieth day of the month.1

In Tibet there is a solemn annual festival of the dead,
accompanied by the recitation of prayers, the tolling of bells,
and a general illumination which, on the analogy of similar
festivals elsewhere, we may fairly suppose to have been
intended to welcome and light the spirits of the dead returning
in the darkness to their old homes.   The festival was witnessed
by an English envoy to the court of the Teshoo Lama, and
he thus describes what he saw and heard.    " In Tibet, as
well as in Bengal, an annual festival is kept in honour of the
dead.    On the 29th of October, as soon as the evening drew
on, and it became dark, a general illumination was dis-
played on the summits of all the buildings in the monastery ;
the tops also of the houses upon the plain, as well as in the
most distant villages, scattered among the clusters of willows,
were in the same manner lighted up with lamps, exhibiting
all together a brilliant and splendid spectacle.     The night
was dark, the weather calm, and the lights burnt with a clear
and steady flame.    The Tibetans reckon these circumstances
of the first importance, as, on the contrary, they deem it a
most evil omen if the weather be stormy, and their lights
extinguished by the wind or rain. . . . The darkness of the
night, the profound tranquillity and silence, interrupted only
by the  deep   and  slowly-repeated tones  of the nowbut?
trumpet, gong, and cymbal at different intervals ; the tolling
of bells, and the loud monotonous repetition of sentences of
prayer, sometimes heard when the instruments were silent;
were all so calculated, by their solemnity, to produce serious
reflection, that I really believe no human ceremony could
have been contrived more effectually to impress the mind
with sentiments of awe.    In addition to this external token
of solemn retrospect, acts of beneficence performed during
this festival are supposed to have peculiar merit, and all
persons are called upon, according to their ability, to dis-
tribute alms and to feed the poor.    This is a festival of equal
celebrity in Bengal and Hindustan, with both Mohammedans

1 P. J. Dols, " La Vie Chinoise dans    fas, xiL-xiii.
la Province de Kan-Sou " in Anthro-        * Nowbut : a sort of kettledrum.